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DOME LAWSUIT SETTLED
The lawsuit over the domed
roof on the original Grand
Valley Field House has been
settled for $80,000, according
to Vice President for
Administration, Ronald F.
VanSteeland.
The agreement was announced on
November 12 after the parties
reviewed the opinion of a
mediation panel appointed by
Ottawa County Circuit Judge
James E. Townsend. The panel
consisted of three attorneys
chosen by the court.
In announcing acceptance of
the out-of-court settlement,
VanSteeland stated, "After
reviewing volumes of material
and listening to the legal and
factual issues presented by both
sides, we felt that substantial
responsibility for any
deficiencies in the dome
belonged to Timber Laminators,
Inc., a company that no longer
exists. Timber Laminators was
the project subcontractor which
designed and constructed the ·
roof support system."
Representatives of Timber
Laminators have denied any
liability, as have the other
defendants.
"Also," VanSteeland continued
on, "we were concerned about
significant statute-oflimitations problems in the
case, in view of the fact that
we did not learn about possible
structural problems with the
dome until 1978 -- nine years
after the building was
completed. The defendants have
vigorously denied that there
were any problems with the dome,
and the settlement is in no way
an admission of any wrongdoing
on their part. In view of these
factors, we decided to accept
the settlement, because a full
trial would have required a
considerable expenditure of
public funds," VanSteeland
added.
The main level of the Field
House was closed in September,
1978, upon the recommendation of

a New York structural engine·e r
who had been hired by the state
to review the facility's
persistent roof problems. At
that time, the college was told
that "the roof structure does
not meet the commonly accepted .
design requirements and it
should be removed as quickly as
possible since it is a public
hazard." Defendants and their
experts have disagreed with that
opinion.
The dome, a familiar landmark
on the Grand Valley campus, was
removed on January 17, 1980.
Shortly after, the Joint Capital
Outlay Committee of the
Legislature approved

construction of the recently
opened new physical education
complex. The area formerly
covered by the dome has been
integrated into the new complex,
but with a different roof
structure.
The settlement agreement was
reached between Grand Valley and
William Kessler and Associates,
project architect; Mcclurg and
Associates, project engineers;
Lev Zetlin, consulting engineer;
and construction contractors
DeYoung and Bagin. The
settlement also included Timber
Laminators, Inc.; Great Lakes
Systems, Inc.; Gates Engineering
Co.; and Sobie Co., Inc.

GVSC TO OFFER SWIMMING AND TENNIS
Grand Valley has announced
plans to establish swimming as a
varsity sport and to reinstate
tennis as a varsity sport. · In
both cases, there would be both
men's and women's teams with no
scholarships, according to
George MacDonald, director of
intercollegiate athletics.
Partial support for the two
sports will come from special
fund-raising activities
coordinated by the Department of
Intercollegiate Athletics and
Phil Regan, director of public
support for intercollegiate
athletics.
Strong interest from
prospective students, prompted
by the tennis and swimming
facilities available in Grand
Valley's recently-completed
Field House complex, was a major
factor in the decision to begin
planning for the two sports,
MacDonald said.
"One of the questions
visitors, parents and
prospective students most
frequently ask about the Field
House is 'When will you start
swimming?"' MacDonald said.
"The new pool has a 25-yard
course as well as a 25-meter
course and an unobstructed

diving area, making it one of
the most complete competitive
pools for swimming and diving
in the Midwest.
"In addition, we now have
facilities for tennis practice
and games regardless of weather
factors, with our two indoor
courts and eight outdoor
courts. One of the major
factors in our termination
of varsity tennis in 1981 was
the prohibitive cost of indoor
facility rentals for games and
practices."
According to MacDonald, the
addition of the two sports will
be an important resource for
west Michigan, since there are
many fine high school swimming
and tennis programs in the area.
There would also be a
wide variety of sources of
competition for the Laker teams
in these sports, MacDonald
said. All of Grand Valley's
fellow members of the Great
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference (GLIAC) compete in
both men's and women's tennis;
in addition, four of the nine
schools now have swimming
teams. Other four-year schools
in the area also offer
additional swimming opponents.
(Continued on paq11 3)
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ACROSS CAMPUS ,
UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN
TOTAL TOPS $14,000
Grand Valley faculty and
staff contributed a total of
$14,331.70 to this year's United
Way campaign. According to
Arthur Hills, executive
assistant to the president and
campaign chairman, 287 faculty
and staff members contributed
an average gift of $50 to the
drive.
Many contributors chose
payroll deduction as a method of
supporting the 62 programs and
agencies sponsored by the United
Way in the tri-county area.
The 1982 campaign total was a
slight decrease from last year,
when Grand Valley employees gave
$14,475, with an average
contribution of $54.
Faculty and staff members
working as building captains
included Chester Alkema, Bob
Beasecker, Bill Bell, Lynn
Bresky, Marilyn Clubine, Jan
Crittenden, Sandra Edinger,
Leslie Eitzen, Sharon Ellens,
Ken Fridsma, Charles Furman,
Dorothy Gates, Virginia Gordon,
Tom Hendrix, Vonnie Herrera,
Paul Huizenga, Dan Karpanty,
Falce Mack, Barb Mehler, Nancee
~liller, Mary Neal, Nathalie
Ostroot, Jack Payne, John
Scherff, Bill Seeger, Tom
Seykora, Calvin Stockman, Debra
Stormzand, Kathleen Sullivan,
Ester Thomas, Mary Ellen
Thompson, Loretta Wasserman,
Ty Wessell and Jim Willette.
Ardith DenBesten, executive
secretary in the Office of the
President, served as campaign
secretary and Jean Waldo, staff
assistant in the Personnel
Office, acted as campaign
treasurer.

HONORARY DEGREE
NOMINATIONS SOUGHT
The newly reorganized Honorary
Degree Committee of the Academic
Senate is now seeking
nominations for honorary degree
recipients. Faculty are invited
to submit their suggestions to
the committee.
Candidates for honorary
degrees must have excelled in
academic careers; they are
selected on the basis of their

contributions to the arts,
letters, sciences and
professions. Some connection
with Grand Valley is desirable
but not essential.
The award is considered an
important contribution to Grand
Valley's public image as a
scholarly c~nmunity. A
recipient may be asked to
deliver the commencement
address.
Persons who wish to submit
nominations for the honor should
send supporting information,
confined to one page and listing
only the candidate's most
important contributions,
appointments, publications,
etc., to Edward Cole, associate
professor of history, Room 472
Mackinac Hall.

SARAJEVO PROFESSOR
TO LECTURE TODAY
Mario Susko, chairman of the
Department of English Language
and Literature at the Univers.ity
of Sarajevo in Yugoslavia, will
lecture on "The Question of
Interpretation" today (November
22) at 12 noon in Room 102,
Manitou Hall.
Susko is an award-winning
poet, essayist and translator.
He has published eight books of
poems; two anthologies, Grammar
Semantics Knowledge and Twenty
Yugoslav Poets; a book of
essays, The Spirit and the Clay;
and a selection of Theodore
Roethke's poems,~ Hunger for
Being, which he also translated
and wrote an afterword for.
Susko's translations include
American poets Walt Whitman,
Emily Dickinson, e.e. cummings,
and Louis Simpson and novelists
James Dickey, Saul .Bellow, and
William Styron.
Susko, who graduated from the
University of Sarajevo and
earned his M.A. and Ph.D. from
the State University of New
York, is currently working on a
book of contemporary American
poetry and translating Bernard
Malamud's novel, The ~ -

OVERNIGHT PARKING REMINDER
The Department of Safety and
Security reminds faculty and
staff members that no overnight

parking is per;nitted in Lots C,
F, G, Hand J except with
permission from the director
of Safety and Security. Also,
a "Reserved" sticker or a
temporary permit issued by the
department is required for
overnight parking in the
Residence Hall lots, B, D
and E.
These restrictions are
particularly important during
the snow season. Any vehicle
violating the restrictions
during snow removal periods
may be impounded.
For mo re information, call the
Safety and Security Department,
ext. 255, or refer to the
Traffic and Parking Ordinance ,
Section 2.12, items "a" and "b".

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE CORRECTIOK
The article on Grand Valley's
holiday schedule in the November
15 issue of the Forum
erroneously liste<!December 23,
instead of December 24, as one
of the six holidays during the
ten-day break. December 23 is
the last working day before the
break begins.

GVSC/SCADS SPO~SOR
cmrPUTER WORKSHOP
More than 140 participants
took part in a November 11
conference on Micro-Computers in
Education sponsored by GVSC and
the Statewide Communication and
Dissemination System (SCADS) .
The event, held in the Campus
Center, included presentations
by personnel from the Minnesota
Education Computing Consortium
in St. Paul, Minnesota, on using
computers for classroom
(Cont in ued on pa ge 3 ;

Grand Valley Forum
The Grand Valley Forum is
published every Monday by the
Public Relations Office. All
materials should be sent to
Dotti Clune, editor, Public
Relations Office, 26 Zumberge
Library, GVSC, Allendale, HI,
49401. Telephone: 616/8956611, extension 222.

.

l

Grand Valley Forum

--------------------------

Page 3

FACULTY SKETCHES ,
Theodore Be rland, a member
of the William James College
faculty, and national president
of the American Medical Writer's
Association, recently presided
over the as sociation's annual
conference in Los Angeles. Other
recent activities in which
Be rland has been involved
include serving as a judge for
th e a nnual Scie nce Writers Award
conte s t of the Americ a n Dental
As sociation; presenting a
workshop at the annual meeting
of the American Society of
Bariatric Phy s icians in Las
Vega s ; and addressing a
delegation of French sci e nce
j ournalists a t Columbia
University in New York.
E. Dawson Fisher, a s soci a te
professo r of advertising and
public rel3ti ons, has been
appointed to the Communica tions
and Marketing Committee of the
Grand Rapids Chamb e r of
Commerce.
Ursula Franklin, pr ofess o r of
f o reign lang ua ges, of fered two
presentations recently . Franklin
ga ve a paper on "Rhyme and
Reaso n in '.'1allarme's 'Prose "'
at the annual colloquium of
Nineteenth-Century French
Studies at th e University of
Ma s sachusetts, Amhers t; she also
presented a paper on "Valery's
Broken Angel: Fragmented
Re f lections in Broken Texts"
at the Midwest Modern Language
Association meeting in
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Psychology Professor James
Lundy delivered a guest lecture
on "The Psychosocial Dynamics of
the Anxiety Disorders" to the
psychiatric nursing students and
staff at Butterworth Hospital's
School of Nursing in Grand
Rapids on November 12.
Eileen Par~, associate
professor of chemistry, recently
completed the requirements for
a Ph.D. degre e in clinical
chemistry at the University
of Windsor in Ontario, Canada.
Formal conferring of the degree
will be made at the University's
commencement in May, 1983.
The subject of Par~'s thes is
was the analysis of morphine in
the brain of heroin addicts. The
research for the thesis, which
took three years to complete,

was done at Grand Valley and
was supervised by Dr. Joseph
Monforte, chief toxicologist,
Wayne County Medical Examiners
Office.
The research required
approximately 500 separate
chemic al analyses on brain
samples from 21 heroin addicts
who died as a result of their
addiction. Pare found that the
amount of morphine in the brain,
especially the thalamus, is
directly related to the
concentration of morphine in
the blood. The results of the
rese a rch are being prepared for
publication in the Journal of
Analytical Toxicology. The research is expected to aid
other scientists who are trying
to unravel the effect of

ACROSS CAMPUS ,

addictive drugs on the human
body.
Geology Professors Tom Hendrix
and Bill Neal represented the
National Association of Geology
Teachers (N.A.G.T.) at recent
Geological Society of Ameri ca
and N.A.G.T. meetings in New
Orleans. Neal served on behalf
of the N.A.G.T. East-Central
section while Hendrix
represented the N.A.G.T.
Clearing House, of which he i s
director. The Clea ring Hous e is
involved in summer ge ology field
course information a nd placement
of outstandng geology student$
in the N.A.G.T.-u.s. Geological
Survey c ooperative summer j o b
program.

<continued)

instruction and remediation, for
developing instructional
objectives, for administrative
and personnel management, and
for record-keeping, accounting
and bookkeeping procedures.

EITZEN AND BEIDLER
TO PRESENT RECITAL
Mezzo-soprano Leslie Eitzen
and tenor William Beidler,
members of the music faculty,
will offer a recital at 12 noon
on Tuesday, November 23, in the
Calder Fine Arts Center.
The two will present
compositions they have selected
because of the personal meaning
of both the poetry and the music
t o them. The recital will
feature works of British and
American composers including
Ralph Vaughan Williams and
Benjamin Britten. Eitzen will
also perform music written by
her late husband, composer Lee
Eitzen.

STUDENTS TO OFFER
COMPUTER SEMINAR
Computer science majors Fred
Combs and Brenda Gustafson will
offer a presentation on "Come
Experience the IBM-PC" at 4 p.m.
Tuesday, November 23, in Room
218, Mackinac Hall. The seminar
will cover special key
functions, a screen editor,
screen cursor routines, and
other programs. The event is
one of a series of seminars
sponsored by the Mathematics and
Computer Science Depa rtment.

CHANNEL 35 OPENS
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Friday, November 26 , mark s
the kickoff of WGVC-TV's
membership drive, with two
weeks of outstanding drama,
music, science and publi c
affairs programming, a s well
as a collage of entertaining
holiday specials.
"Together We're Bette~' is the
theme of the drive, which runs
through Sunday, Decembe r 12.
Any faculty, staff or student
organization (minimum of twelve
persons) wishing to volunteer
its services to answer
telephones during the drive
is asked to call Georgia
Dreyer at WGVC, ext. 386.

GVSC TO OFFER SWIMMING
AND TENNIS (continued)
Coaching salaries are expe c ted
to be the major factor in the
cost of the two programs. Plans
call for a part-time coach to
direct both men's and women's
tennis teams and a full-time
s taffer to assume responsibility
f o r administr~tion of the Grand
Valley pool, development of
community age group swimming,
teaching aquatics cours es, and
coaching both teams.
"Both tennis a nd swimming play
an important role in a wellrounded inter collegiate athletic
program," Ronald VanSteeland,
Vice President for Administration, said. "I am pleased that
we will be able to bring tennis
back and to establish a swimming
program."
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- CALENDAR OF EVENTS Monday, November 22
9:30 a.m.: Lecture--Ron Smith, administrative manager for IBM, will
speak on "Goal-Setting, Self-Enhancement, Self-Fulfillment, and How
To Interview." Cabins D, E and F (formerly Multi-Purpose Rooms),
Campus Center.
11 a.m. fr 3 p.m.: Geoflicks--"Glacier on the Move" and "Rise and Fall
of the Great Lakes." Free. 118 Loutit Hall.
12 noon: Lecture--"The Question of Interpretation," by Mario Susko of
the University of Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, Room 102, Manitou Hall.
12-5 p.m.: Art Exhibit--photography by David Rathbun, professor of
arts and media, Monday thr ough Friday, through November 26.
Free. Campus Center Gallery.
5:45 p.m.: Women's Basketball--Northern Michigan University vs.
GVSC. Field House,
Tuesday, November 23
12 noon: Faculty recital--Leslie Eitzen, mezzo-soprano; William
Beidler, tenor. Free. Calder Fine Arts Center.
12-5 p.m.: Art Exhibit. See November 22 for details.
4 p.m.: Computer Seminar--"Come Experience the IBl1-PC," by Fred Combs
and Brenda Gustafson. Room 218, Mackinac Hall.
Wednesday, November 24
11:30 a.m.: Faculty and Staff Club Luncheon--"The Soviet Union:
Physic>.11 Culture and Sport," by James R, Scott, associate professor
of physical education. Le Petit Chateau ,
12-5 p.m: Art Exhibit, Se e November 22 for details.
Thursday, November 25
12-5 p.m.: Art Exhibit. See November 22 for details.
12:30 p.m.: Catholic Mass. Campus Center Conference Room.
Friday , November 26
12-5 p.m,: Last Day of Art Exhibit. See November 22 for details.
Women's Basketball--GVSC at the Grand Rapids Press Tournament at
Aquinas College. For more information, call ext, 259.
Saturday, November 27
9 a,m.: Wrestling--GVSC at Wolverine Open,
Women's Basketball. See November 26 for details.
Sunday, November 28
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue Worship. Kistler Pit.
6 p,m.: Catholic Mass. Commons Snack Bar.

(Coffee at 10 a.m.)

Monday, November 29
11 a,m. fr 3 p.m.: Geoflicks--"The Beach -- A River of Sand" and
"Cloud Over a Coral Reef." Free. 118 Lou tit Hall.
12-5 p.m.: Art Exhibit--Prints by Dellas Henke, visiting art
instructor. Monday through Friday, through December 15, Free.
Campus Center Gallery.

GVSC, OTHER COLLEGES REPORT
DECLINING OCCUPANCY
Grand Valley opened the fall
1982 semester with 749 students
in on-campus housing, a de c rease
of 24.1 percent from a year ago .
It was the first time in several
years that GVSC began the year
with space available in oncampus housing.
Statewide residence hall
housing figures show that
occupancy is down from a year
ago by a total of 3 , 255 students
at the twelve state-supported
colleges which offer on-campus
housing. Eight of the schools,
including GVSC, say their
occupancy is down from the
previous year.
Most of the schools require
that students live on campus
during their first two years
of college. Only four schools,
including GVSC, do not have such
a housing requirement.
At Grand Valley, residence
hall occupancy is at 84 percent
with contracts for 743 of the
886 spaces, according to Housing
Director Robert Byrd. Ravine
Apartment occupancy is at 73
percent, with leases signed for
256 of the 341 available spaces.
As a result of the lower
decand for on-campus housing,
one of the two wings in Copeland
House is currently unoccupied,
It is available as guest housing
for conferences for groups o f
75-90 people who will be in
residence for at least five
consecutive nights . The minimum
group numbers are necessary in
order for use of the facility tu
be cost effective, Byrd said,
since electricity, heat and
water are shut off when the
area is not in us e .
In addition, Ravine Apartments
are now available for rent to
faculty and staff members and
for housing campus guests,
including groups of eight or
less. Since space is limited,
it is important to make early
reservations for guest housi~g,
Byrd said.

JOB OPENING ,
COT
Secretary -- Math/Computer
Science Department. Salary
range, $4,68-6.29/hr, For more
information, call the Personnel
Office at ext. 215.

